
In continuing our mission to build our  

Foundation, we’ve learned this year that  

significant growth and expansion is not just 

possible, but certainly achievable through 

hard work and dedication. 

2015 has been an exciting year for the Conner 

M. Holland Foundation! Since breaking 

ground in 2012, we have succeeded in  

building a solid foundation of programs that 

continue to provide valuable resources for  

families struggling with pediatric  

cancer.  

In order to bring more help to families 

throughout our region, this year’s goal was to 

focus on the growth and expansion of our two 

key programs—the Financial Aid Grants and  

the Conner’s Comfy PJ’s programs. We’re 

proud to say that we have achieved this goal, 

and will continue to do so, through educating 

our communities, increased fundraising  

efforts, and through the establishment of  

partnerships with new organizations. 

Due to the hard work of our founders, Kevin 

and Sheryl Holland, and the continued  

support of our board members, our financial 

aid distribution has successfully extended 

from Hershey to the Children’s Hospital of  

Philadelphia.  

In addition, our pajama distribution for the 

Conner’s Comfy PJ program has successfully 

reached outside of our area from Dauphin 

County to the Philadelphia region. This  

expansion has enabled the Foundation to reach 

more families needing help, and will continue 

to be the goal for years to come in providing 

much-needed aid to families across the state of  

Pennsylvania and beyond. 

As always, we are passionate about helping 

families. Since starting the Foundation in 

2012, we have had the privilege of distributing 

18 financial grants and over 4,800 pajamas to  

families in desperate need of help so far. We 

could not have accomplished this without you. 

On behalf of all of us at the Conner M.  

Holland Foundation, we sincerely thank you 

for your support, and we look forward to your 

continued support in 2016! 
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Join Us for an “Extraordinary” Day of Giving 
This November 20th, you will have the 

chance to go the EXTRA mile for our  

Foundation. On that day, we will be  

participating in the Extraordinary Give,  

Lancaster County’s Largest Day of Giving.  

 

For 24 hours only, visit ExtraGive.org, make 

a donation (min. $25) and every dollar you  

donate will be stretched by $300,000 from the 

Lancaster County Community Foundation 

and their presenting sponsors. PLUS, there’s 

an additional $50,000 in prizes we can win 

just from your donation! If you’d like to join 

us for this community-wide celebration of 

giving, we’re hosting a Family Fun Night 

from 5:30-8:30pm at 135 S. State Street 

in Ephrata. Come out for  some free activ-

ities, refreshments, and a magic show at 

6:45pm. We hope to see you there!  

 

If you’re unable to join us, remember to 

visit ExtraGive.org and your donation will 

go even further for our community. When 

You Give Extra, Extraordinary Things  

Happen. Mark your calendars! 



We had the pleasure of  

meeting Victoria Shacreaw 

from York PA, who was kind 

enough to share her  

experiences with pediatric 

cancer. Here’s what Victoria 

had to say in her own words: 

“Our daughter Emily was 

diagnosed with brain cancer 

November 21st 2014 at only 

17 months old. That day  

forever changed our lives. 

From the start was a 3 day 

hospital stay just for an MRI, 

then a break for  

Thanksgiving, then back to 

the hospital for a brain biopsy 

of the tumor in her brainstem. 

That was a 5 day hospital 

stay. Then the hospitals stays 

kept coming.  [We kept]  

driving back and fourth 90 

miles round trip, with my 

husband having to take days, 

even weeks, off of work so 

someone could be home  

taking care of our other 2 

children while I was at  

Hershey taking care of our 

daughter.  Now every Mon-

day he takes off work so I can 

take our daughter to get her 

Chemotherapy. All the time 

off work and driving and 

medical bills on top of bills 

has really strained our family 

financially. 

It came down to the point we 

needed help, more help then I 

was willing to admit at the 

time.  Our social worker at 

the hospital referred us to the 

Conner Holland Foundation 

and they reached out to us 

and asked us what we needed 

help with.  We discussed  

everything over the phone 

and face to face, they said 

they could help us and at that  

moment I felt a relief for the 

first time in 7 months.  We 

are so thankful that there are 

foundations like this that are 

there to help families out, 

because when it comes to 

childhood cancer, not only 

does it affect your child, but it 

affects the whole family  

emotionally and financial-

ly. Thank you so much  

to the Conner Holland  

Foundation for relieving 

some of the pressure we had 

on us, we are so thankful for 

you guys!” 

distribute financial aid to a 

total of 19 families in need 

over these past 3 years. We 

went from 2 to over 8  

families helped since 2013, 

that’s an amazing growth of 

400% in such a short time! 

Caring for a child with  

pediatric cancer is one of the 

most challenging situations 

any parent could face.  

Medical problems can  

quickly turn to financial  

Due to the continued support 

of our expanding donor  

community, the Foundation 

has been able to help more 

families affected by pediatric 

cancer every year since we 

started. 

With generous donations  

increasing each year from our 

fundraising efforts, such as 

our Annual Fundraising Gala,  

we’re proud to say that we’ve 

gained enough resources to 

issues. Once again, our  

Foundation is committed to 

easing this burden, and it is 

your compassion and  

continued generosity that 

allows these families to focus 

on the health of their child 

instead of worrying about 

stacks of bills.  
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“...when it comes 

to childhood 

cancer, not only 

does it affect your 

child, but it affects 

the whole family 

emotionally and 

financially.” 

The Shacreaw Family 
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Nothing can compare to 

watching a smile appear on a 

child’s face, especially when 

you give them something as 

simple as a pair of comfy 

pajamas. We had the pleasure 

of seeing this over 700 times 

back in 2012, and you can 

imagine how wonderful it 

was for us to be able to bring 

joy to over 1,600 children 

across the state this year! 

Our most popular program 

was able to surpass its goal of 

1,500 pajamas in 2015, and 

distributed 1,621 pairs to our 

partner hospitals throughout 

the  

region, resulting in an  

amazing 121% growth in  

donations from last year!  

Pajamas are collected and 

distributed to our partnering 

hospitals and medical centers, 

such as Children’s Hospital of  

Philadelphia, St. Jude, the 

Penn State Hershey Medical 

Center, and more. 

The journey from collection 

to distribution is not taken 

lightly, and we pride  

ourselves in giving each of 

our pajamas a “special 

touch.” It’s what Conner 

wanted for every child who is 

affected by pediatric cancer 

and has to stay in the hospital.  

Our annual drive collection 

starts in May and continues 

throughout the year. Pajamas 

are accepted all year round 

for boys and girls, sizes 12 

months to 15/16/17 teen sizes, 

with new tags only and have  

appropriate images (no scary 

images, please). 

We are honored and  

overjoyed to continue to  

receive a huge response from 

our donors every year when it 

comes time for PJ collection. 

continue to make this goal a 

reality, by working hard to 

establish partnerships with all 

pediatric units in hospitals 

throughout the region.  

We are always in the process 

of adding new partners, and 

just recently established a 

partnership with St. Jude. We 

are excited that St. Jude  

supports our program, and 

will be implementing a 

“Conner’s Pajama Day” next 

It was Conner’s wish that all 

children with pediatric cancer 

who had to spend time in the 

hospital get a pair of pajamas 

to make them feel  

comfortable. To fulfill this 

mission, each year we aim to 

expand our distribution  

further across the state, with 

the ultimate goal of reaching 

the tristate area and beyond. 

With the generous help of our 

donor community, we  

year, where every child at St. 

Jude will receive a pair of 

pajamas on Pajama Day. 

Our Foundation continues to 

believe that a child’s comfort 

during their hospital stay is 

important to their well-being. 

We want to thank you for 

helping us provide that  

comfort to more than 4,800  

children struggling with  

pediatric cancer in the past 3 

years. 

Conner’s Comfy PJs 

Conner’s PJ Day at St. Jude’s 
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PJ Packing Party 

Sheryl Holland and Rachel 

Traphagen 
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Conner’s time on Earth was much  

shorter than any of us would have  

imagined, but the impact and  

significance of his life will be felt for 

many years to come. In tribute to his 

life, the Conner M. Holland  

Foundation strives to alleviate the 

stress and fear  associated with  

pediatric cancer. Conner was  

courageous and loving. Likewise, we 

will carry on with the work of the 

Foundation with passion and care. 

On January 6, 2010, Conner Holland 

was diagnosed with a rare form of 

blood cancer called T-Cell ALL  

Leukemia. Initially, Conner’s treatment 

went well, and chemotherapy drugs put 

his cancer into remission. Fourteen 

months after his initial diagnosis, his 

cancer relapsed, and the doctors  

continued treatment. A chemotherapy 

drug that was meant to finally cure his 

disease instead delivered a devastating 

brain injury that prevented doctors from 

pursuing any curative therapies. On 

September 4, 2011, Conner ended his 

eighteen month battle with leukemia. 

He was five years old. 

Conner’s parents, Kevin and Sheryl  

Holland, understand the pressures of 

caring for a sick child. Out of their very 

personal tragedy, the Foundation was 

formed to help people in desperate need 

of financial and emotional support. 

 

ñ…the Foundation was formed to 

help people in desperate need of 

financial and emotional support.” 

P.O. Box 8721 

Lancaster, PA 17604 

Phone: 717-850-3540 

E-mail: 

info@cmhollandfoundation.org 

 

 

Conner’s Legacy 

http://www.cmhollandfoundation.org 

 


